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Lecturer  on  Anatomy,  1865,  on  Surgery,  1870  to  1877  ; Lecturer 
on  Clinical  Surgery,  1874  to  1889  ; Registrar  of  the  Liverpool  Royal 
Infirmary  School  of  Medicine,  1865  to  1874. 

A Short  Appreciation  by  RUSHTON  PARKER. 

The  death  of  Mr  Reginald  Harrison  on  February  28th,  1908, 
demands  more  than  a passing  notice,  from  the  point  of  view  of 
his  surviving  colleagues,  friends,  and  associates,  and  also  of  this 
Journal,  of  which  he  was  practically  the  founder  in  its  present 
series. 

From  1874  to  1889  Mr  Harrison  held  the  office  of  Surgeon 
to  the  Liverpool  Royal  Infirmary,  and  during  the  last  ten  of 
these  years  gave  special  attention  to  the  diseases  of  the  urinary 
organs  and  their  treatment,  in  which  he  became  a recognised 
authority.  The  records  of  his  work  are  to  be  found  in  his 
book  On  Urinary  Diseases , which  went  through  several  editions, 
and  in  the  weekly  medical  press.  He  removed  to  London  in 
1889,  where  he  was  appointed  Surgeon  to  St  Peter’s  Hospital, 
and  continued  actively  to  follow  that  special  line  of  practice. 

His  personal  history  and  other  details  of  the  professional 
aspects  of  his  life  have  been  well  considered  in  other  obituary 
notices,  and  need  no  repetition  here.  But  the  influence  he 
exercised  in  directions  outside  the  sphere  of  actual  surgical 
practice  may  fitly  be  recalled  to  the  memory  of  those  few  who 
know,  and  may  prove  interesting  to  the  many  who  do  not. 

In  the  year  1871  the  writer  first  met  with  him  as  Registrar 
of  the  then  Liverpool  Royal  Infirmary  School  of  Medicine, 
which  office  Mr  Harrison  had  already  held  some  seven  years, 
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and  in  which  he  had  displayed  the  highest  qualities,  as 
secretary  and  manager,  by  organising  afresh  the  general  work 
of  medical  teaching,  attracting  suitable  candidates  to  vacant 
lectureships,  and  supplementing  the  existing  staff  with  new 
blood  and  energy.  No  better  registrar  of  a medical  school 
ever  existed.  At  each  annual  opening  of  the  School  in  October 
there  was  a good  attendance  of  past  and  present  students,  their 
parents,  guardians,  and  friends,  with  an  introductory  address 
by  a recently  appointed  lecturer,  followed  the  same  evening 
by  a dinner  of  past  and  present  students  and  lecturers. 
Harrison’s  presence  was  a conspicuous  and  active  feature  at 
such  gatherings,  to  further  the  success  of  which  he  left  nothing 
undone.  He  associated  much  with  his  colleagues  and  friends, 
and  by  his  genial  hospitality,  tact,  and  foresight  did  much  to 
revive  what  for  a time  had  appeared  to  be  the  waning  fortunes 
of  this  small  school. 

By  concerted  action  and  much  labour,  commencing  in  1869, 
money  was  raised  and  new  laboratories  erected ; and  it  was  at 
the  moment  when  this  increased  prosperity  had  already  arrived 
that  the  writer  received  an  appointment  as  demonstrator  in 
1872. 

The  position,  and  even  existence,  of  the  Liverpool  School 
were  seriously  threatened  by  the  institution  of  a university  in 
Manchester  on  somewhat  exclusive  lines ; but  a successful 
opposition  led  to  a temporary  modification  and  a modus  vivendi. 
Continued  progress  then  occurred  in  Liverpool,  where  the 
Royal  Infirmary  School  of  Medicine — at  first  a private  venture, 
afterwards  a joint-stock  company — became  the  nucleus  of  a new 
University  College,  founded  at  the  instance  of  the  local  medical 
profession,  at  a meeting  held  for  the  purpose  in  the  Liverpool 
Medical  Institution.  Among  the  first  endowed  professorships 
of  the  College  was  that  of  physics,  based  on  funds  provided  by 
the  late  Roger  Lyon  Jones,  and  given  through  the  agency  of 
a trustee,  the  late  Mr  Edward  Whitley,  direct  to  the  Medical 
School,  before  its  enrolment  as  the  medical  faculty  of  the 
College,  for  the  purpose  of  medical  education  in  the  first  instance. 
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This  professorship  was  conferred  upon  Oliver  Lodge,  then  of 
University  College,  London. 

The  subsequent  affiliation  of  University  College,  Liverpool, 
with  Owens  College,  Manchester,  as  part  of  the  Victoria 
University ; and  later  a similar  process  on  the  part  of  the 
Yorkshire  College,  Leeds,  with  the  continued  success  and 
progress  of  the  federal  university,  followed  by  the  establish- 
ment of  separate  universities  in  Liverpool,  Manchester,  and 
Leeds,  with  the  addition  of  a fourth  in  Sheffield,  is  now  a 
matter  of  history  during  the  past  twenty-five  years.  Mr 
Harrison  held  a life  appointment  on  the  governing  body  of 
University  College,  and  later  of  Liverpool  University,  where 
the  writer  last  met  him  at  a meeting  of  the  Court  in  the  end 
of  1907. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  work  of  Eeginald  Harrison 
and  of  his  earliest  colleagues  had  a far-reaching  effect  on  the 
cause  of  education  in  Liverpool.  The  following  are  Mr 
Harrison’s  old  colleagues,  now  surviving : — 

A.  T.  H.  Waters,  Lecturer  on  Anatomy,  1855 ; on  Physi- 
ology, 1865 ; on  Medicine,  1872 ; Professor,  1882  to 
1884;  Lecturer  on  Clinical  Medicine,  1872  to  1886. 

F.  T.  Roberts,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  1865  to  1869 ; 
Lecturer  on  Comparative  Anatomy  and  on  Botany,  1866 
to  1869,  when  he  resigned  and  went  to  London. 

T.  R.  Glynn,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  1866  to  1872 ; 
Lecturer  on  Clinical  Medicine,  1872  to  1901 ; Professor 
of  Medicine,  1884  to  present  time. 

J.  Campbell  Brown,  Lecturer  on  Chemistry,  1867 ; Professor, 
1881  to  present  time. 

W.  Carter,  Lecturer  on  Botany,  1869  ; on  Materia  Medica, 
1877 ; Professor,  1886  to  1908 ; Lecturer  on  Clinical 
Medicine,  1893  to  1908. 

Richard  Caton,  Lecturer  on  Comparative  Anatomy,  1870  ; on 
Physiology,  1872  ; Professor,  1882  to  1891 ; Lecturer  on 
Clinical  Medicine,  1886  to  1902. 
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Edgar  A.  Browne,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  1870-71  ; 

Lecturer  on  Ophthalmology,  1885  to  present  time. 
Rusiiton  Parker,  Demonstrator  of  Physiology,  1872  ; Lecturer 
on  Surgery,  1877;  Professor,  1882  to  present  time; 
Lecturer  on  Clinical  Surgery,  1889  to  1907. 

F.  T.  Paul,  Demonstrator  of  Physiology,  1877 ; Lecturer  on 
Forensic  Medicine  and  Toxicology,  1885  ; Professor,  1886 
to  1906  ; Lecturer  on  Clinical  Surgery,  1889  to  present 
time. 


